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The 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(Irene  B«Me  G-reen,  M.Do,  Bo  Sc,  DoPoHo) 

■  for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ST.  FAITH’S  AND  AfLSHAM, 

NORFOLK, 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1939 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1939* 


OENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  . . .  . 

Population  (Census  1 93i )  ••  . .  ‘  . 

"  (Census  1931)  . 

"  (Estimated  mid-1939) . 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  (1931 

»  "  "  »  tt  (I93I 

tt  It  tt  tt  tt  /  ^ 

Rateable  Value,  31st  December,  1939  ••  •  •  • 

Estimated  Net  Produce  of  Penny  Rate  . 


93,003 
25,6^8 
37,629 
43,160 
7,660 
10,798 
14,362 
£418,427 
£1 ,360 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  43,160,  an  increase  of  920 
since  1938.  As  there  were  244ynLve  births  than  deaths,  there  must  have 
been  about  6 76  new  residents  who  have  moved  into  the  district.  The 
inhabited  houses  increased  by  641  mainly  through  private  building. 

WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


1939  was  remarkable  for  much  sunshine  and  little  rain.  Indeed  it 
was  the  driest  year  since  1921  and,  for  the  period  May  to  September,  broke 
all  records  for  low  rainfall  since  1730. 

The  sunshine  total  for  1939  was  easily  the  brightest  recorded 
locally  since  records  ’were  started  in  1924,  although  the  mean  temperature 
of  62.7°F  was  exceeded  in  1947,  1933  and  1911* 


The  year  began  with  sunshine  but  January  was  also  wet,  with  10  days 
of  snow,  while  February  was  very  dry  with  above  the  average  amount  of 
sun  and  unusually  high  temperature  at  the  end  of  the  month.  March  was 
mild  and  dull  but  April  was  warm  and  sunny  with  average  rainfallo 


1 


Throughout  Lay,  June,  July  and  August  the  glorious  sunshine 
continued  with  only  very  occasional  thundery  rain* 

September  was  again  a  dry  month  with  abundance  of  sunshine  and  this 
continued  until  the  middle  of  October  when  heavy  rain  fell,  as  much  in 
24  hours  as  had  been  recorded  for  the  previous  58  days.  Rain  was  frequent 
for  the  rest  of  the  month  and  November  was  average  for  both  temperature 
and  sun,  December  remained  mild  and  was  wetter  than  usual  and  only  a  few 
slight  ground  frosts  had  been  recorded  ~hy  the  end  of  the  year. 

To  sum  up  the  year’ s  vveather,  sunshine  and  lack  of  rain  were  a 
feature  of  all  but  the  three  winter  months*  The  holidaymaker’ s  delight 
was  offset  by  the  anxiety  of  farmer  and- water  undertaker,  to  whom  the  long 
drought  brought  no  joy  whatever* 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

8 

■ 

Total  Males  Females 

St*  Faith’ s 
&  Ayl  sham 

England 

3z  Wales  j 

714  360  354  ) Birth  rate 

)per  1,000  of 

20  10  10  ) estimated 

) resident 

734  370  364  ) population 

1959 

17*01 

1958 

' 

15.8 

.* 

1959 

16.5 

! 

Legitimate 

‘ 

Illegitimate. 

Total  . 

! 

STILL  BIRTHS  • 

22  14  8 

1  1  - 

23  15  8 

iRate  per 

)1 ,000  live 
and  still 
'births 

• 

i 

i 

• 

21.0 

I  '  1 

' 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

l 

l 

i 

i 

j 

30.38  j  19.1 

1 

I 

DEATHS 

490  257  233 

' 

...  _  _  j 

) Crude  death 
Irate  per 
)1 ,000"  of 
estimated 
resident 
population 

} 

11.35  10.9  . 

i 

11.6 

i 

Total 

' 

INFANT  DEATHS 

7  61  ) Infant 

) Mortality 
-  )rate  per 

) 1 , 000  live 

7  61  ) births 

.  1 

1 

22.2 

i 

i 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

1 

9.54 

. 

' 

. 

19.5 

2. 


additional  Statistics 


Birth  rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex .  ..  ..  .,  17*69 

Death  rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  ..  ..  . .  ..  . .  11.01 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths 

under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births) .  ..  . »  9*54 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  &  Wales)  .  22*0 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths 

under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births)  .  6.8 

"  "  ”  (England  &  Wales)  •  •  . . If  .8 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  .*  .  •  «.  ..  ..  9*8 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ••  ..  ••  .  Nil 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births  •»  . "  .  *  .  •  ..  ••  ..  2.72% 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  .cent  of 

total  live  births  (England  &  Wales)  . .  . .  . . 5*1/^ 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to 

pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)..  ••  ..  . . Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1 ,000 

live  and  still  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  <>.  Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  per '1,000 
live  and  stillbirths  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

of  age)  ••  ••  . *  .  ••  ••  36.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (  stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

of  age)  (England  &  ’Wales)..  ..  ..  ••  ••  . . 34*2 
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in  the  following  table:- 


registrar  G 


J  1  lCy  1 


lire 


to- 


uVen 


kales  females  'Total 


’1  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

ft  ft 

2 

1 

3 

2  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  „ . 

»  » 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  Disease  ,  „  „  i  „ . 

0  t 

— 

— 

■  — 

A*  fcherxa  ®  *.  « *  *  o  «•  *  * « 

0  • 

— 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough  *<>  * P 

41  « 

- 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  Infections  0 . 

O  O 

~ 

— 

— 

-7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

f>  9 

— 

— 

— 

8  Measles...  . «.  * ,  c .  6» 

O  O 

— 

— 

— 

9  Other  Infective  &  Parasitic  Diseases 

e  © 

•* 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

tt  0 

6 

3 

9 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  or  Bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

i 2  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  » . 

ft  • 

— 

9 

9 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus 

•  ® 

— 

3 

3 

14  Other  Malignant  '&  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

28 

21 

49 

15  Leukaemia  &  Aleukaemia  0.  «» 

•  s 

1 

— 

1 

16  Diabetes  . ,  „ .  . . 

2 

2 

4 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous ' System 

•  9 

42 

47 

89 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

•  ft 

41 

26 

67 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disea.se.  e 

•  ft 

4 

10 

14 

20  Other  Heart  Disease  ,  «. 

•  ft 

49 

41 

90 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

•  • 

-  7 

12 

19 

22  ini luenza  #  o  a »  » o  »  «  *  <> 

•  ft 

5. 

4 

9 

23  Pneumonia  •  •  . .  ... 

0  • 

20 

.  24 

4k 

24  Bronchitis  . «  ♦.  . . 

ft  • 

10 

5 

15 

25  Other  Disea.se  of  Respiratory  System 

•  • 

- 

2 

2 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

•  0 

3 

— 

3 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 

ft  ft 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  &  Nephrosis. s 

3 

~Z 

j 

6 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  A  .* 

ft  ft 

2 

— 

2 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion.. 

ft  • 

- 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  Malformations  „ . 

ft  ft 

1 

- 

1 

32  Other  Defined  &  Ill-Defined  Disease 

ft  ft 

12 

11 

23 

33  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  .. 

6 

1 

7 

34  All  Other  Accidents 

6  ft 

6 

'•  5 

11 

35  Suicide  ©  ®  ®  ®  o  « ® 

ft  ft 

1 

1 

2 

36  Homicide  &  Operations  of  War  . . 

ft  ft 

- 

- 

- 

All  causes 

257 

233 

mi-1 

490 

DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS,  1959 


Age 

Groups 

Pre-School 

School ; 

i 

Working  Life 

Pensionable 

Age 

Under 

1  1  -  L 

} 

1 

5-14  | 

15-29  30-39  40-49  50-65 

I 

i 

i 66-75  76-85 

Over 

85 

Totals 

7  1 

2  1 

6  7  19  90 

1 

125  169 

64 

J. 


Total  | 

i 

i 

i 

490  i 


4. 


There  were  490  deaths  and  734  live  births  registered  in  1939* 

compared  with  439  deaths  and  666  live  births  in  1938.  There  were  23 

stillbirths  and  7  infant  deaths. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17*69  compared  with  a  national  figure 
of  16.3  and  the  death  rate  similarly  adjusted  was  11,01  compared  with 
11,6  for  England  and  Wales. 

'  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  an  all-time  record  figure  of  9*34 
compared  with  22  for  the  whole  country.  The  illegitimacy  rate  was  lower 
than  in  1938*  being  2,72%  compared  with  3*9%>  last  year.  This  year’s 
national  figure  was  3*1  %•  No  illegitimate  infant  under  the  age  of  1  year 
died  during  1939  and  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  only  death  rate  which  was  raised  this  year  was  that  for  still¬ 
births,  being  30.3  as  compared  with  1 9 • 1  for  1938  and  21  for  England  and 
Wales  and  20.89  for  the  County  of  Norfolk. 

The  general  picture  of  the  community  is  one  of  vigour,  youthfulness 
and  longevity,  with  births  greatly  exceeding  deaths  and  most  of  the 
infants  surviving  their  first  year  of  life. 


Infant  Deaths 

Ages  at  Death  (infants  under  1  year) 


Ages 

1 st  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1-3  days  . .  ...  ... 

1  st  week  . .  . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

3 

1  -3  months  .  . . .  - 

.3-6  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6-1 2  months  . .  ...  ...  ...  1 

G-rand  Total  6 


1 

1 


1 

1 

7 


Prematurity 


Total  number  of  infants  born  prematurely  . . 

Number  of  deaths  of  premature  infants^  . . 

Number  of  premature  stillbirths  . . •  ... 


. .  *  3o 


The  causes  of  these  7  infant  deaths  (6  males  and  1  female)  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table: - 

Inevitable  -  Prematurity  2  (l  complicated  by  cerebral  haemorrhage) 

Congenital 

Defects  3  (l  complicated  by  pneumonia) 

*  j 

Preventable  -  Broncho- 

pneumonia  2  (at  2  days  and  4  months) 

3* 


From  these  remarkable  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  only  one  infant, 
aged  4  months,  succumbed  to  a  disease  which  was  probably  preventable. 

It  is  now  suggested  that  the  factors  which  cause  death  in  very,  early 
life,  i.e.  the  first  week,  and  those  which  result  in  an  infant  being 
stillborn  are  probably  the  same  and  a  new  term,  perinatal  mortality,  has 
come  'into  use;.  This  is  the  rate  for  deaths  in  the  first  week  plus 
stillbirths  per  i,000  live  and  stillbirths.  It  could  be  described  as 
the  mortality  rate  of  the  viable  child. 

In  this  respect  the  district' s  experience  has  not  been  so  happy  as 
this  combined  rate  is  above  that  for  the  county  and  the  whole  country. 
Investigations  and  research  into  this  problem  are  proceeding  and  we  may 
have  some  of  the  answers  and  means  of  prevention  in  the  not  too  distant 
future >  In  other  words,  what  is  it  that  some  of  our  expectant  mothers 
are  doing,  or  not  doing,  that  is  so  lethal  to  their  unborn  children?  It 
would  be  interesting  to  see  if  there  is  a  common  factor  here  and  how  it 
can  be  eliminated « 

Premature  Deaths  (between  ages  of  1  and  40 ) 

There  were  16  deaths  (12  male  and  4  female)  between  the  ages  of  1  and 
40.  Accidents  caused  8  of  them,  7  were  due  to  disease  and  there  was  1 
suicide.  In  1958,  there  were  20  deaths  in  this  age  group. 

Accidents  (8)  . 

Air  -  males  21 ,  25  and  29  • 

*  v  ^  W 

Road  -  males '6,  19  and  27,  female  27* 

Fall  ~  female  aged  2  years. 

The  road  accidents  were  -fatal  to  a  boy  of  .6  .struck  by  a  car,  a  19  year 
old  who  skidded  when  riding  a  scooter  .and  .a.  .motor  cyclist  aged  27*  The 
'only  female  casualty  was  killed  by  a  .motor,  car  .on  the  high  road. 

Disease  (7) 

Malignant  Disease  -  males  aged  39 9  30,  39  and  37* 

(* cancer  of  the  lung) 

male  aged  34 

female  aged  11  (also  mental  defective) 
female  aged  36 

Suicide  (l)  -  male  aged  36 

Two  children  of  school  age  and  1  young  male  of  19  died  from 
accidents  and  1  mental  defective  of  school-  age  died  of  epilepsy.  Apart 
from  air  ana  road  accidents,  all  the  other  premature  deaths  occurred 
over  the  age  of  30  mainly  from  diseases  not  yet  preventable. 

It  could  therefore  be  said  that  more  than  half'  these  early  deaths 
were  wholly  preventable. 


Cerebral  Disease 
Epilepsy 
Heart  Disease 


6. 


Malignant  Disease  (including  Cancer) 

Malignant  disease  (including  cancer)  caused  78  deaths  in  1959, 
compared  with  76  in  1 958c  Lung  cancer  accounted  for  only  8  of  these 
deaths  compared  with  20  last  year. 

The  ages  at  which  cancer  of  the  lung  was  fatal  to  the  6  males  and 
2  females  registered  in  1959  are-  given  below: - 


Under  MO  ■  40- -50  ;  51-60  ,  61  ~70  Over  /0  1  Total- 

i  -j  ■  ■  j  i  !  i  ! 

;  Males  \  1  .  2  j  1  *  0  !  2  6 

l  _  ,  ■  i  i  _  -  , 

!  Females  0  |  0  2  |  0  .  j  0  2  ? 

It  is  too  early  for  the  effect  of  higher  taxation  on  the  amount 
of  cigarette  smoking  to  be  assessed  in  terms  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  a  long  term  problem  and  the  cancer  of  today  is  due 
to  smoking  habits  over  the  previous  20  to  30  years.  4ny  decrease  in  the 
numbers  of  cases  is  to  be  welcomed  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  really 
represents  a  decline  in  the  incidence  of  this  largely  preventable 
disease.  The  above  table  shows  that  4  men  died  during  working  life,  one 
of  them  at  the  early  age  of  37  and  any  preventable  premature  death  is  to 
be  deplored, 

G-ene  ral 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  were  again  the  most  common  causes  of 
death  with  67  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  compared  with  71  in  1958. 

accidents  of  all  kinds  killed  18  persons  and  there  were  2  suicides. 

7 3%  of  all  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  65  >  47 %  over  75  and  13^  over  85* 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Disease  0-2  3-4  5-9  10-14  15-24  25-44  45-64  65+  Total 


Scarlet  Fever  2 
Measles  28 
"whooping  Cough  3 
Pneumonia  - 
Food  Poisoning  4 
Dysentery  .  3 


Infective  Hepatitis  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas  - 

Totals  40 


7  50  19  1 

36  64  15  7 

2  8  1- 

2  -  -  1 

2  1 

18  12 

2 


48  132  37  13 


2  -  -  81 

150 

14 

1  5  4  13 

1  8 

7  3  -  25 

2  -  2 

2  -  -  4 

11-2 

13  11  5  299 


There  were  299  cases  of  infectious  disea.se  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  compared  with  454  in  1958.  The  difference  was 
accounted  for  by  a  reduced  prevalence  of  measles,  150  cases  compared  with 
348  last  year.  7 


' looping  C  QUi-;h 

There' were  only  14  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified,  5  more  than  last 

year,  hut  still  a  low  figure  compared -with  the  previous  10  years.  The 

following  table  gives  the  annual  incidence  since  1949:- 

1959  1958  1  957  1  956  1  955  1  954  1  953  1  952  1  951  1950  1  949 

14  9  48  89  41  301  70  132  163  289  36 

In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  infonts  and  young  children  who 
receive  routine  vaccination  against  this  disease  it  would  look  as  though 
this  measure  is  effecting  a  real  decline  in  this  once  dreaded  and 
distressing  disease. 

There  were  no  deaths  and  no  complications  were  reported. 

Measles 

Less  than  half  last  year*  s  number  of  cases  of  measles  were  notified 
in  1959.  About  4 Q&  occurred  in  pre-school  children  and  the  majority  of 
cases  were  attending  school.  There  were  7  cases  over  15*  The  main  parishes 
affected  were  Reepham,  Guestwick,  Hellesdon  and  Sprowston  and  the  disease 
was  most  prevalent  in  January,  February  and  March  with  a  further  peak  in 
June.  No  deaths  or  complications  were  reported. 

Diphtheria 

Again  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  It  is  now 
9  years  since  the  last  case  occurred  in  this  district.  It  is  essential 
that  the  present  high  degree  of- immunity  should  be  maintained  by  immunisation 
of  all  children  in  infancy  and  throughout  school  life.  Any  slackening  of 
this  routine  might  easily  bring  back  this  very  dangerous  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  was  a  further  rise  in  the  number  of  not ific at ions  of  scarlet 
fever,  81  cases  compared  with  54  in  1958.  The  majority  of  these  were 
school  children,  only  10  of  them  being  under  school  a„ge.  The  disease 
remained  mild  and  no  complications  were  reported.  The  parishes  chiefly 
affected  were  Hellesdon  and  Sprowston  and  the  months  of  January,  February 
and  March  showed  the  greatest  prevalence. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year.  It  is  too 
early  to  conclude  that  the  very  widespread  vaccination  of  the  young 
population  has  been  effective  in  controlling  the  disease  but  the  results 
both  here  and  in  other  countries  are  rather  encouraging. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

The  County  Council  scheme  to  offer  vaccination  to  all  under  40,  plus 
several  classes  of  persons  at  special  risk  was  operating  very  actively 
in  1959*  The  response  from  the  older  age  groups  was  not  so  good  al though 
the  personnel  of  factories  accepted  in  large  numbers  when  the  treatment 
was  offered  to  them  at  their  place  of  work. 
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Some  Dysentery 

Dysentery  was  more  prevalent  in  1959,  29  cases  being  notified  compared 
with  13  last  year.  Apart  from  a  small  outbreak  of  5  cases  at  a  large 
hospital  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  December,  the  majority  (12)  were 
notified  from  Hellesdon  in  march  with  a  few  isolated  incidents  in  other 
parishes  during  the  year,  nt  least  half  of  the  cases  were  schoolchildren, 
a  quarter  were  of  pre-school  age  and  the  remainder  were  over  If. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  8  cases  of  food-poisoning  were  all  due  to  salmonella  typhimuriun 
and  affected  6  households.  Half  of  them  were  children  e„ged  2  and  under, 

3  cases  were  schoolchildren  aged  6,  9  and  11,  the  other,  a  woman  aged  68. 
There  was  one  contact  carrier,  the  father  of  a’ positive  6"  year  old  boy  and 
apart  from  this,  only  one  household  had  multiple  cases  and  they  were  3 
children  who  were  all  taken  ill  at  the  same  time.  The  duration  of  the 
convalescent  carrier  state  varied  from  1  to  8  mionths,  the  younger  the 
child,  the  more  persistent  appeared  to  be  the  infection. 

In  spite  of  exhaustive  enquiries  the  exact  article  of  food  causing 
the  illness  was  not  determined  in  any  of  these  cases. 

Enteric  Infections 

No  case  of  "typhoid  or  paratyphoid  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Contagious  Disease 

A  family  of  8  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  6  children  found  to 
be  suffering  from  scabies  were  treated  at  Norwich  Public  Health 
Department  through  the  courtesy  of  the  City  medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  condition  responded  rapidly  and  a  cure  was  effected  in  a  very  short 
time.  It  is  most  useful  to  have  this  excellent  arrangement  with  Norwich 
Corporation  for  the  efficient  treatment  of  this  rare  but  distressing 
disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Mortality 


Respiratory 

Males 

2 

Females 

1 

3 

■  N on-Respiratory 

Males 

— 

Females 

Pulmonary 

Rate 

Non-Pulmonary 

Ra,te 

County  of  Norfolk 

18 

0.05 

5 

0.01 

St.  Faith' s  &  Aylsham 

3 

0.075 

- 

.  ~ 

England  &  Wales 

3475 

0.076 

380 

0.008 

The  three  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  of  2  males  aged  45  and  69  and 
one  female  aged  41.  although  the  above  table  shows  the  local  pulmonary 
rate  to  be  above  that  for  Norfolk,  it  is  just  below  that  for  the  county  s 
a  whole.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  non-pulmonay  type  of  disease. 
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New  Cases 


Age  Periods 


Respiratory 
Male  Female 


Non-Respiratory 

Male  Female 


Under  1  • •  •  •  • . 

1-4  . .  1 

5-14  .  1 

15-24  ......  1  1 

25-34  ~  2 

35-44  ••  .»  • •  3 

45-54  •«*#••  2  1 

55-64  .  - 

65  &  Over. .  .  •  • »  1  ‘  - 

Age  U  nknown  . .  •  • 

Totals  5  8 


There  were  13  new  co-ses  of  pulmonary  disease,  5  male  and  8  female 
which  is  one  less  than  in  1958.  The  rate  is  above  that  for  the  County 
of  Norfolk.  However,  there  were  no  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  type 
notified  during  the  year. 


Treatment 


The  number  of 

admissions  to  San 

atoria  were 

as  fol 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1949 

6 

4 

10 

1950 

9 

9 

18 

1951 

14 

16 

30 

1952 

19 

23 

42 

1953 

14 

15 

29 

1954 

13 

7 

20 

1955 

10 

10 

20 

1956 

16 

12 

28 

1957 

7 

8 

15 

1958 

5 

3 

8 

1959 

4 

6, 

10 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital,  was  4^  months. 


Diagnosis 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

In  addition  to  several  Norwich  sessions  which  were  available  to 
county  residents,  the  Radiography  Unit  visited  Colti shall  and  Wroxham 
during  the  year.  Sessions  were  also  held  at  Corpusty  which  were 
reasonably  accessible  to  people  in  Oulton,  Heydon,  Wood  Balling  and 
G-uestwick. 

There  has  been  quite  a  good  response  from  the  general  public 
to  these  valuable  facilities  brought  almost  to  their  door  and  a  good 
feature  has  been  the  large  percentage  who  attended  for  the  first  time. 
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Prevention 


BcCp G._V accination 

During  the  year,  Heaf  testing  and  BeCoGo  vaccination  were  offered 
to  all  1 3+  children  attending  schools  in  the  district* 

The  results  in  1959  v/ere  as  follows: - 

Total  no.  Eligible  713 

No.  Tested  362  Acceptance  rate  51$  approximately 

No.  Positive  38  Positive  rate  10$  approximately 

No.  Vaccinated  281 

The  acceptance  rate  has  dropped  this  year  from  73$  to  51$  hut  of 
those  tested  the  percentage  positive  was  lower  than  in  1958,  1C$  compared 
with  12$.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  setback  in  acceptance  of 
this  very  important  protective  measure  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  next 
year  the  figure  will  be  raised  again. 

The  lower  positive  rate  shows  that  the  amount  of  active  infection 
in  the  community  is  getting  gradually  less,  but  in  spite  of  this,  all 
prudent  parents  should  ensure  that  their  teenage  children  go  out  into 
life  fully  protected  against  this  still  dangerous  dise.ase.  All  tuberculin 
negative  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  offered  va.ccina.tion  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  this  is  now  very  rarely  refusedby  parents. 

General  Comment 

Both  incidence  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis  remain  at  a  low 
figure  and  the  3  fatal  cases  all  occurred  over  the  age  of  40.  The  response 
of  the  adult  public  to  X-ray  facilities  was  very  fair  but  there  has  been  a 
regrettable  falling  off  of  enthusiasm  amongst  the  parents  of  teenage 
children  for  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

The  very  encouraging  recession  of  this  once  much  dreaded  disease 
would  have  seemed  incredible  1 0  or  even  5  years  ago  and  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  the  tide  of  infection  is  still  going  out. 

GENERAL  SICKNESS 

Weekly  returns  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  enable  the 
medical  officer  of  health  to  keep  a  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  community 
and  to  detect  the  early  signs  of  an  imminent  epidemic,  usually  of  upper 
respiratory  disease. 

In  1959,  a  sharp  rise  of  new  claims  occurred  in  March  and  at  the 
peak  period  they  amounted  to  nearly  3  times  the  figure  for  the  week  before 
The  epidemic  subsided  within  3  weeks  and  some  confirmed  cases  of  influenza 
reported.  The  deaths  from  influenza,  pneumonia,  and.  bronchitis  v/ere  more 
numerous  than  in  1958,  and  most  of  them  occurred  in  February,  March  and 
April.  Whether  the  very  dull,  wet  summer  of  1958  affected  the  general 
resistance  of  the  population  it  is  impossible  to  say  but  the  deaths  v/ere 
mainly,  amongst  elderly  people  of  an  average  age  of  74# 

After  this  epidemic  had  subsided,  the  number  of  new  sickness  claims 
fell  to  below  average  for  the  time  of  year  and  remained  low  until  there 
was  a  slight  rise  in  November  and  December. 
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ROM )  ACCIDENTS 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Road  Safety  Officer*  I  am  again 
able  to  give  the  following  information  about  the  road  accidents  which 
occurred  in  the  rural  district  in  1959* 


Total  No.  of  accidents  990 


II  It  It 

II  II  II 

ti 

it 

without 

with 

injury  300 

injury  290  affecting  307 

persons 

F^atal 

1959  '(1958) 

■ 

Serious 

1959  (1958) 

Slight 

1959  (1958) 

Total 

1959  (1958) 

Drivers 

3 

(1) 

21 

(19) 

41 

(31) 

69 

(51) 

Passengers 

1 

(2) 

16 

(9) 

30 

(34) 

47 

(45) 

Motor  Cyclists 

4 

(2) 

36 

(27) 

39 

(30) 

79 

(59) 

Pillion  Passengers 

- 

— 

8 

(5) 

9 

(11) 

17 

(16) 

Pedal  Cyclists 

1 

0) 

21 

(21) 

38 

(50) 

60 

(75) 

Pedestrians 

2 

(2) 

- 

19 

.  .. 

(E 

22 

(11) 

39 

(16) 

Totals 

11 

do) 

117 

(85) 

179 

(167) 

— 

307 

_ 

(262)  ! 

It  will  be  seen  that  The  roads  of  the  district  have  been  even  more 
dangerous  to  those  using  them  than  they  were  in  1998.  The  1999  figures 
shew  that  except  in  a  few  instances  all  types  of  road  user  had  more 
mishaps,  giving  a  total  of  907  persons  injured  or  killed  compared  with 
262  last  year. 

One  more  person  was  killed,  there  were  32  more  serious  injuries  and 
13  more  slight  ones.  Drivers,  their  passengers  and  motor  cyclists  had 
the  largest  increase  in  accidents,  while  the  figure  for  pillion  passengers 
was  only  one  more  than  last  year. 

For  some  obscure  reason,  pedal  cyclists  had  less  total  and  fatal 
accidents,  but  the  reduction  was  largely  in  those  involving  slight  injuries, 
38  compared. with  90.  Pedestrians  on  the  other  hand,  had  a  much  more 
unfortunate  year  with  2  deaths,  19  serious  injuries  compared  with  4 ,  and 
22  slight  accidents  compared  with  11  last  year,  increasing  the  total  injury 
nearly  3  times,  39  compared  with  16. 

This  year  I  have  been  supplied  with  separate  figures  for  pedestrians 
and  cyclists  under  19  and  the  following  table  shows  the  position:- 


Fatal 

j 

Serious 

Slight 

Total 

1  - -- 

21 

\m _ 

Pedestrians  (under 

15) 

2 

i 

i 

i . 1 . i 

12 

Pedestrians  ( over 

15) 

8 

.  . . . . . 4. ,, 

10 

j  18 

Pedal  Cyclists  (under  15) 

i  ; 

i  t 

1  “ 

3 

13 

16 

1 

Pedal  Cyclists  (over  15) 

1 

} 

3 

18  j 

25 

44 

| 

• 

I 

Total 

36 

60 

;  99 

nit hough  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  total  number  at  risk  in 
any  of  these  groups,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  adult  cyclists  have 
the  v/orst  record  for  accidents  while  the  number  of  mishaps  to  adult 
pedestrians  and  child  cyclists  are  so  much  less* 

Geographically,  the  main  roads  passing  through  built-up  areas  are 
easily  the  most  dangerous  with  certain  cross-roads  and  corners  taking  a 
disproportionate  toll  while  the  summer  months  of  July  to  September 
understandably  give  the  v/orst  accident  figures*  The  totals  for  the  4 
Quarters  of  1959  were  53*  71*  101  and  82.  The  district  is  a  busy  transit 
area  for  holiday  traffic  and  extra  care  is  needed  by  all  local  residents 
during  the  peak  summer  months. 

Road  accidents  are  a  national,  perhaps  even  a  world  wide  problem,  but 
a  careful  scrutiny  of  local  figures  by  all  concerned  may  well  show  some 
ways  in  which  road  safety  may  be  increased*  Corners'  and  crossroads  found 
to  be  dangerous  although  not  appearing  to  be  so  on  cursory  inspection 
should  be  considered  each  on  its  own  demerits*  The  question  of  visibility 
is  a  vital  factor  and  only  those  who  are  prepared  to  test  the  situation 
from  the  wheel  of  a  vehicle  are  in  a  position  to  judge  its  hidden  perils* 

Finally,  modern  busy  roads  are  very  dangeroud  to  young  children  who 
should  never  be  allowed  to  use  them  as  playgrounds,  particularly  those 
under  7  years  of  age*  Ice  cream  carts,  travelling  salesmen  and  bus  stops 
all  contribute  far  too  many  accidents  to  the  total*  There  may  come  a 
time  when  good  planning  will  insist  on  service  roads  being  provided  in 
all  new  built-up  areas.  It  is  far  too  fatally  easy  for  the  eager  child 
to  dart  out  from  behind  a  stationary  vehicle  right  into  the  path  of 
oncoming  traffic* 

To  sum  up  the  highway  experience  of  1959*  I  would  say  that  it  was 
much  worse  than  last  year  and  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  see  that  our 
roads  are  adequate  for  the  traffic  they  have  to  bear,  that  our  vulnerable 
young  citizens  are  under  control  and  well- trained-  and  that  known  danger 
spots  are  eliminated  without  further  delay. 
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■FOOD  AND  DRUG,?  ACT  1955 


Milk  and  Dairies  Rcgu lations_  194-9 

For  the  second  year  running  there  were  no  hulk  samples  of  milk 
found  positive  to  tuberculosis 

Anthrax  Order  1956 

No  cases  of  anthrax  were  notified  during  the  year  for  the  first 
time  since  1954« 

Vet  t-r  inary  Inv  e  s  t  ig  at  ion  C  ent  re 

Excellent  liaison  has  been  established  with  the  Veterinary  Investigation 
Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  recently  opened 
at  Mile  Cross  Lane*  There  are  many  problems  concerning  .infections  common 
to  man  and  animals  which  can  only  be  solved  by  co-operation  between  medical 
and  veterinary  experts.  One  of  the  first  investigations  is  into  the 
incidence  of  salmonellosis  and.  the  relationship  between  the  infection  as 
found  in  man  and  in  animals  such  as  calves.  In  an  agricultural  district, 
it  is  very  important  to  assess  exactly  how  much  human  disease  is  actually 
caused  by  contact  with  sick  or  infected  animals.  Psittacosis,  anthrax, 
salmonella  and  ringworm  are  all  diseases  which  come  into  the  picture.  Keen 
veterinary  surgeons  will  even  suggest  that  their  animals  need  protection 
from  infected  human  handlers I 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

General  and  detailed  comment  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  but  two  matters  of  special 
note  we re  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Flies  at  Rackheath  -  Broiler  Houses 

«* 

During  the  very  hot  summer  weather  in  July  there  were  further  complaints 
of  fly  infestation  in  the  Rackheath  Council  houses  which  adjoin  buildings 
used  as  Broiler  Houses. 

The  flies  were  kindly  identified  by  an  expert  biologist,  Mr.  Edward 
Ellis.  After  inspection  of  the  premises  and  consultation  with  the  owners, 
a  strict  hygienic  regime  of  manure  disposal,  aerosol  spraying  and  extra 
ventilation  was  instituted  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  unless  kept  under  the  strictest  supervision, 
this  growing  industry  can  become  a  nuisance  to  those  who  have  to  live  near 
to  where  it  is  carried  on* 

Sanitation  at  Salhouse  School 

Although  school  premises  are  the  responsibility  -of  the  local  Education 
Committee,  the  District  Council  as  a  sanitary  authority  is  obviously 
concerned  with  all  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  area  and  with  the 
prevention  and  control  of  infectious  disease. 

Further  representations  were  made  to  the  County  Council  during  the 
year,  pressing  the  need  to . convert  the  pail  closets  at  Salhouse  School  to 
a  water  carriage  system*  The  work  entailed  would  be  very  little  and  the 
gain  in  general  hygiene  tremendous.  The  pail  closets  are  very  close  to  the 
new  canteen  and  contribute  a  real  danger  from  flies,  and  an  aesthetic 
nuisance,  in  hot  weather.  Unfortunately,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  work 
had  not  been  carried  out. 
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HOUSING 


Waiting  List 

1999 

1 938 

mi. 

1936 

Total  applications 

at  31 st  December 

470* 

573* 

547* 

328 

Analysis  of  Halting  List 
(i)  Applicants  sharing 


accommodation 

107 

136 

168 

Others 

363* 

437* 

379* 

(ii)  Size  of  family 

2  or  less  children 

422 

309 

Wo 

474 

3  or  more  children 

48 

64 

61 

34 

(iii)  Occupation  of  family 
Agricultural  Yvorkers 

97 

112 

113 

94 

Others 

373  • 

461 

434 

434 

* Including  families  to  be 

re-housed  from 

unfit 

houses  included  in 

slum  clearance  programme. 

Local  Authority  Houses 

Position  at  31 st  December 

Pre-war.  -  - 

364 

564 

564 

364 

Po  st-war 

1227 

1156 

1113 

1079 

Total 

1791 

1720 

1677 

1643 

Total  Houses  Completed  during  3 

Local  Authority  Dwellings 

fear 

71 

31 

34 

47 

Private  Dwellings 

425 

309 

607 

432 

There  were  470  applicants 

on  the  waiting 

list 

at  the  end 

of  1939 

compared  with  373  in  1938*  The  Council  completed  71  new  houses  compared 
with  31  last  year. 

Again  the  amount  of  private,  building  declined  a  little.. but  a  total 
of  423  houses  were  completed  and  a  further  237  were  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  now  1 4*362  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  and  1 5 791 
of  these  are  owned  by  the  Council.  About  10^c  of  the  population  are 
therefore  Council  tenants. 


In  1959>  tenancy  of  a  Council  -iouso  should  surely  amply  li  ing 

with  all  modern  amenities  of  water,  plumbing,  sewerage  and  electric 
light.  Post  war  Council  dwellings  have  all  these  amenities  but  those 
built  before  1939  were  mostly  in  parishes  where  main  water  supply  and 
sewerage  were  not  available  at  that  time.  The  Council  has  made  great 
efforts  in  recent  years  to  modernise  this  pre-war  property  and  whenever 
main  water,  sewerage  and  electricity  have  been  available,  the  dwellings 
have  already  been  brought  up  to  standard. 


Some  of  the  older  property  however,  still  awaits  modern  amenities 
and  the  Council  have  a  comprehensive  programme  on  hand  to  complete  this 
work.  Considering  the  amount  of  money  being  granted  for  the  improvement 
of  private  houses,  funds  should  be  available  for  the  modernisation  of  all 
Council  property  and  I  trust  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 


Slum  Clearance 

Progress  continued  with  slum  clearance,  3  parishes  were  visited 
and  39  properties  inspected.  71  families  were  rehoused  from  slum 
property  during  the  year. 


Improvement  of  Older  Houses 

There  are  now  2  types  of  grant  available  to  owners  of  sub- standard 
houses,  Discretionery  and  Standard.  Full  details  will  be  found  in  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  .Public  .Health  Inspector. 


Office  Accommodation  -  Public  Health  &  Surveyors  Department 

The  basic  requirement  of  any  organised  activity  is  a  satisfactory 
headquarters  from  which  to  administer  the  work. 

For  the; last  14  years  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  and  Surveyors 
Department,  now  'with  a  personnel  of  19  persons,  has  been  based  on  office 
buildings  'which  have  become  entirely  unsuitable  in  size  and  condition 
for  the  purpose. 

Their  general  poor  arrangement,  dilapidation  and  lack  of  modern 
amenity  is  not  conducive  to  the  health  or  happiness  of  the  occupants  and 
it  says  a  great  deal  for  those  still  working  there  that  the  turnover  of 
staff  has  not  been  even  more  rapid.  The  inside  staff  are  most  affected 
as  they  have  to  spend  all  their  working  hours  in  these  surroundings. 

As  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health.,  I  am  obviously  concerned  with  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  staff  and  as  head  of  a  department,  I  cannot 
but  deplore  the  bad  impression  made  on  members  of  the  public  who  call  at 
the  office  on  business.  It  is  embarrassing  for  the  inspectors  dealing 
with  housing  repairs  and  condemned  property  to  interview  reluctant  owners 
before  a  background  of  damp  walls  and  cracked  wall  plaster.  The  comments 
of  the  callers  in  these  circumstances  can  well  be  imagined. 

I  am  jealous  for  the  good  name  of  the  department  and  the  Council  and, 
knowing  how  excellent  is  the  standard  of  work  done  by  the  staff,  I  cannot 
press  too  strongly  for  early  provision  of  better  office  accommodation 
from  which  it  can  be  carried  on. 

1 6. 


Conference  I  R:: fresher  C our s e p 

As  instructed  by  the  Council,  I  attended  two  conferences  and  a 
Refresher  Course  during  1959»  The  Annual  Congress  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Health  was  held  at  Harrogate  in  April  and  a  one-day  meeting  on  the 
subject  of  the  Elderly  in  the  Community  took  place  in  London  in  February. 

On  the  latter  occasion  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee# 

In  July,  a  refresher  course  was  held  at  leswick  Training  College  and 
it  was  attended  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  from  all  over  the  country# 

All  3  meetings  were  both  enjoyable  and  instructive  find  I  am  grateful 
to  the  Council  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  take  part  in  them. 

Health  Education  -  Ay Is ham  Health  &  Wealth  Exhibition 

On  9th  May,  in  collaboration  with  the  local  branch  of  the  National 
Savings  Committee,  a  one-day  Health  &  Wealth  Exhibition  was  held  in 
Aylsham  To wn  Hall  and  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council. 

Half  the  exhibits  were  concerned  with  health  and  safety  and  fire 
prevention,  road  accidents,  the  perils  of  the  home,  accidents  on  the  farm 
and  child  care  were  all  dealt  with  by  various  organisations.  An  excellent 
Food  Hygiene  exhibit  was  designed,  staged  and  manned  by  the  Council’ s  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  other  exhibitors  included  the  Fire  Service,  Aylsham 
Young  Farmers  Club,  the  Nursing  Department  and  Road  Safety  Officer  of 
Norfolk  County  Council,  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents, 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Relevant  films  were  shown  in  a  side  room,  the  projector  and 
projectionist  being  kindly  provided  by  the  Norfolk  Education  Committee# 

The  attendance  of  the  public  was  rather  disappointing  but  the  sudden 
advent  of  blazing  summer  weather  no  doubt  partly  accounted  for  this.  This 
is  the  first  venture  of  this  kind  attempted  in  the  district  but  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  others  in  future  years#  Thanks  are  due  to  all 
those  who  worked  so  hard  for  its  success,  particularly  the  local  Secretary, 
Mr.  Key,  who  had  the  responsibility  for  most  of  the  local  organisation# 
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SOCIAL  HEALTH 


The  Elderly 


Aylsham 

Friendship  Club, 

Caws  ton  Road 

Friday 

o 

CM 

5.00 

p  a  n. 

Buxton  &  Lamas 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

(Alternate) 

2*30 

— 

5.00 

p.n. 

Old  Catton 

Parish  Hall 

2nd  Thursday 
in  month 

o 

N", 

c 

CM 

5.00 

p  .  m. 

Caws ton 

M emor ial  I  ns t it  ute 

I'r  iday 

2.30 

— 

4.30 

p.n. 

C  olti shall 

Central  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

5.00 

p.m. 

Drayton 

Village  Hail 

Wednesday 

3.00 

— 

5.00 

P*]  ° 

St.  Faith’ s 

Church  Hall 

Wednesday 

3o00 

— 

5.00 

p.m. 

Foul sham 

Frost  Hall 

Friday 

2.30 

— 

5.00 

P  .  i :: « 

Hainf'ord 

Village  Hall 

Tuesday 

2.30 

— 

5.00 

p.m. 

Hellesdon 

Community  Centre 

Fri day 

3.00 

— 

5.00 

7).  i  -  • 

Horsford 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

5.00 

p.m. 

Mars ham 

Reading  Room,  High  Street 

Tuesday 

2.43 

- 

5.00 

p.n. 

Oulton 

Village  Kail 

Thursday 

(Alternate) 

2.30 

«• 

5c00 

p.m. 

Reepham 

Sun  Hall 

Friday 

2.30 

«- 

5.00 

p.m. 

Ringland 

Village  Hall 

2nd  Tuesday 
in  month 

2.30 

4.00 

p.m. 

Salhouse 

Y/omen’ s  Institute  Hut 

Thursday 
(except  2nd 
in  month) 

2.30  -  5.00 
Thursday 

p  •  m. 

Spixworth 

Sprowston 

Social  Hall 

Club  Room, 

Wednesday  2.30  - 

( 1  st  &  3rd  in  month 
except  August) 
Monday,  Wednesday, 

5.00 

p.m. 

Recreation  Ground  Road 

Thur  sday  Friday  2.30 

- 

5.00 

p.m. 

Taverham 

Village  Hall 

Tuesday  2.30 

( fortnightly) 

— 

4.30 

p.m. 

G-t.  Witchingham 

The  Bridge  Clubroom 

4th  Thursday 
in  month 

2.30 

— 

o 

o 

• 

p.m. 

Wroxham 

Horse  Shoes  Hotel 

Tuesday 

(Alternate) 

2.30 

— 

5.00 

J*)  •  Ill  • 

The  Swarming  ton  Club  amalgamated  with  that  of  G-t.  Witchingham  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  due  to  lack  of  members.  There  were  no  new 
clubs  opened  and  there  are  now  21  Clubs  operating  successfully  and 
happily  in  the  district. 

The  chiropody  service  has  widened  its  scope  following  further  grants 
from  the  County  Council  and  is  now  an  accepted  and  very  valuable  part  of 
routine  work  for  the  elderly* 

Many  group  holidays  have  been  arranged  and  every  year  parties  seem 
to  go  further  afield. 


All  this  activity  is  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  old  people  and  ensures  that  the  majority  spend 
independent,  busy  and  satisfactory  lives  in  their  Qwn  hones,, 

The  District  Council  greatly  assist  in  fostering  this  spirit  of 
independence  by  providing  suitable,  easily-worked  bungalows  for  older 
people  and  the  excellent  grouped  houses  scheme  at  Aylsham,  with  a 
suitable  warden,  might  well  be  considered  for  some  other  large  parishes* 

The  Disabled 

The  activities  of  the  local  Voluntarv  Committee  of  the  Norfolk 
Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Handicapped  continued  during  the  year  and 
about  50  severely  handicapped  people  were  entertained  at  parties  and 
outings  on  many  different  occasions.  Several  were  helped  to  have  a 
holiday  at  G-orleston  in  September,  impart  from  these  social  activities, 
individual  members  of  the  Committee  paid  friendly  calls  on  the  home 
bound  and  helped  them  in  many  small  ways  so  that  none,  however  helpless, 
needed  to  feel  completely  isolated. 

The  Council  has  assisted  several  disabled  tenants  by  either 
re-housing  them  in  more  suitable  dwellings  and/or  modifying  the 
structure  by  providing  ramps  or  widening  doors  to  enable  them  to  be 
more  independent  in  their  wheelchairs. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  this  work  is  invaluable  in  bettering 
the  lives  of  those  whose  activities  are  severely  limited  by  disablement* 


COUNTY  SERVICES 


The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
distribution  points  for  National  Welfare  Roods: - 
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GENERAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 


The  County  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  provide  general  services 
throughout  bho  district. 

In  addition  to  the  headquarters  at:- 

Local  Health  Office,  Area  !+, 

Asp land  Road, 

Riverside  Road, 

Norwich, 


there  is  the  following  contact  point  where  members  of  the  public  can 
obtain  advice 

Bir chain  Institute, 

Reepham. 


Wednesday  afternoons,  3*30  -  4*00  p.in. 


GENERAL  SURVEY 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Infant  mortality  reached  a  record  low  figure,  the  birth  rate  was 
higher  than  last  year  and  the  slightly  raised  death  rate  remained  below 
the  average  for  the  country. 

G-eneral  sickness,  apart  from  a  short-lived  March  epidemic,  was  low 
throughout  the  year. 

Accidents  on  the  road  were  more  numerous  than  last  year  and  are  : 
the  worst  feature  of  this  Report. 

Better  offices  are  still  urgently  needed  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  health  of  its  staff. 

Continued  excellent  voluntary  work  has  been  done  amongst  the 
elderly  and  physically  handicapped. 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I  acknowledge  with  thanks,  the  help  I  have  received 
from,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the 
continued  enthusiasm  of  the  staff  in  spite  of  the  adverse  office 
conditions  under  which  they  work. 

■  I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  IRENE  B.M.  GREEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(HI Se  Hawkins 

c  ivi o  I c  X  o  Ho  ij  r.  j  G  c  ilo  -  oho  ) 

for  the  year*  1959 


I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report. 

NUMBER  OE  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  DURING-  THE  YEAR 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  ... 
Visits  in  connection  with  Keeping  of  Animals 
Inspections  of  Moveable  Dwellings  .. 
Visits  to  Infectious  disease  cases 

Rooms  disinfected  . ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rats  and .Mice 
Inspection  of  Dairies  ...  „ . .  ...  » . 
Inspection  of  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  . . 

Visits  in  connection  with  Unsound  Food 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses  -  With  Power 
Inspections  of  Provision  Shops  • . c 
Inspections  of  Pried  Pish  Shops  ... 
Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Shops  ... 
Inspections  of  Restaurant  Kitchens 
Inspection  of  Public  Houses  ... 
Inspections  under  Shop  Acts  . . • 

Inspections  of  Factories  -  With  Power 
Inspections  of  Factories  -  Without  Power 
Visits  in  connection  ’with  Scavenging  . .  • 
Visits  in  connection  with  Sewer  and  Water 
Visits  in  connection  with  Schools  ... 

Inspection  of  Public  Conveniences  ... 

Visits  for  taking  samples  of  'Water  • 
Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts 
Other  visits,  interviewing  Owners,  etc 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . .  • 

Inspections  under  Building  Byelaws  • 

Inspections  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


826 

2,934 

25 

126 

413 

29 

10 

68 

136 

62 

9 

147 

69 

68 

46 

32 

45 

65 

7 

327 

3,345 

9 

11 

4^7 

77 

. 714 

1,612 

4,980 

251 


Total  16,870 


23. 


i'OOD  INSPECTIONS 


There  arc-  fourteen  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  and  although 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  inspectors'  time  and  overtime  was 
devoted  to  meat  inspection,  it  was  still  quite  impossible  to  carry  out 
1 QOp  inspection. 

lor  comparison  I  set  out  the  figures  for  1 959  with  those  for  the 
previous  year: - 


1 


1958 


Total  Number  of  carcases  slaughtered 

Number  of  carcases  inspected 

Number  of  carcases  not  inspected 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 

Number  of  overtime  hours  worked 

by  Inspectors 


86,395  99,527 

75 , 871 ( 78 ,72$)  78,11 2(78.5$) 

20,524(21.26$)  21,415(21.5$) 

64  tons  16  cwto •  64  tons  4  cwfcs. 


V+83 


1  >35  275- 


In  March,-  Norfolk  became:  a  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Area  and  became 
an  Attested  area  on  October  31 st.  Between  these  dates  I  understand 
1  ,390  Bovine  animals  in  the  vjhole  of  Norfolk  wore  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  (.Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order,  and  of  these  707  were  sent 
for  slaughter  to  the  Caws ton  Slaughter  house  in  this  district.  This 
entailed  a  very  substantial  increase  in  the  work  of  inspection,  which  on 
certain  days  had  to  be  parried  on  until  about  midnight.  The  peak  was  on 
the  21st  April  when  47  reactor  cows  were  slaughtered  in  addition  to  a  normal 
days  kill. 

The  operation  of  the  Eradication  Scheme  is  reflected  in  the  figures 
giving  the  percentage  of  animals*  affected  by  Tuberculosis.  As  a  result  of 
the  scheme  future  years  should  show  a  substantial  decrease. 


The  following  ■  table  gives  particulars.  -  of  the  carcases  inspected 
with  those  found  to  be- affected  with  disease:- 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

C  ows 

Calves  and 

Pigs 

•  Cows 

Lambs 

Number-  Killed 

7,127 

867 

5,281 

11,268 

71,852 

Number  inspected  . 

.5,343 

753 

2,575 

10,001 

57,199 

All  dises.se s  except 
Tuberculosis  and  •  ,  < 

Cysticerci  >  •  » 

Whole  carcases  Condemned 

7 

15 

19 

105 

93 

■Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  2,227 

150 

18 

375 

8,121 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  &  cysticerci 

41  •£$> 

21.91$ 

1  • 43 

4.8^ 

14.55$ 

Excluding 

Cows 

C  ows 

Calves 

and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

24 

26 

6 

0 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

• 

441 

2123 

20 

0 

530 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.706^o 

33*07$ 

1.009$ 

0.9395 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was 
condemned 

80 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

.  80 

4 

Generalised  and  totally 

— 

— 

condemned 


FOOD  PREMISES 


The  work  carried  out  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  during' the 
previous  year  was  successful  in  producing  improvements  to  remove  defects 
at  30  premises  and  attention  7/as  drawn  to  contraventions  at  19  other 
premises. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  carry  out  any  special  examination  of  a  stock 
or  a  consignment  of  food,  but  the  following  quantities  of  food  were 
condemned  during  the  year:- 


Tins  of  Meat  ...  * . . 

Tins  of  Vegetables  ... 
Tins  of  Fruit  . . .  • . . 

Tins  of  Milk  ...  . . , 

Tins  of  Soup  . 

Tins  of  Fish  ...  • . . 


...  154 

. . .  21 6 

. . .  207 

.on  46 

. . .  83 

...  30 


Bacon  • • •  « . 
Cheese  ...  •» 
Packs  of  Raisins 
Icing  Sugar 


. .  ...  14  lb  s  • 

.  •  ...  110  lbs. 

. .  ...  167. 

. »  ...  3  2  lb  s . 


The  disposal  of  condemned  meat  is  effected  by  arrangement  with  a 
fat  rendering  firm  and  all  other  condemned  food  is’  buried  on  the 
Council*  s  Refuse  Tip* 


The  following  is  the  classification  of  the  1+00  food  premises^  in 
the  D i strict 


Grocers 

8 

Grocer  and  Greengrocer 

154 

Greengrocers 

8 

Confectioners 

52 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

9 

Wet  &  Fried  Fish  Shops 

7 

Butchers 

31 

Bakers 

10 

Public  Houses 

93 

Restaurant s ,  etc . 

24 

Chemists 

4 

Misceilane ous 

16 

400 

Ice-Cream  Sampling 

During  the  year  12  Ice  Cream  Samples  “were  taken  all  of  which  proved 
to  be  drs.de  and  therefore  entirely  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  licences  issued  under  the  Milk 
Special  Designations  Orders:- 


PASTEURISED 

(a)  Dea.lers  Licences 

31 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences 

11 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED 

(a)  Dealers  Licences  .... 

19 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences 

5 

PASTEURISED  TUBERCULIN  -TESTED 

(al  Dealers  Licences 

16 

(b)  Supplementary  Licences 

•  -  '  7 

There  are  2  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district  which  are  licensed 
by  the  County  Council. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

During  the  year  50  Licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  under  the 
above  Act. 


26. 


HOUSING- 

Slum  Clearance 

No  Clearance  Orders  were  made  during  the  year# 

9  Orders  made  during  1958  in  Cawston,  Felthorpe,  and  Swannington 
v/ere  confirmed  by  the  ministry. 

The  Public  Health  (Subcommittee)  inspected  59  Houses  in  the 
parishes  of  Buxton  Lamas,  Frettenham,  Horstead,  Booton  and  Catton. 


Summa.ry  of  results  of  work  by  the  Sub-Committee:- 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  58 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  e.  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to  relet 

v/ere  accepted'  . .  ..  ••  •»  ..  « .  .  •  5 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  repair 

were  accepted  . . .  ••  •«  • .  <>•  22 

Number  of  Plouses  included  in  proposed  Clearance  Areas  . .  ...  ••  Nil 


Number  of  Houses  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  ..  20 

Number  of  Houses  vacated  during  the  year  .  •  ..  ••  . . 94- 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  during  the  year  ••  . .  ••  ••  30 


At  the  end  of  the  year  148  condemned  houses  were  still  occupied. 


27* 


U  UvJ 


Sunnc 


i-y  oi  x-Cuior. 


tiilO 
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Rent  Act  1957 


The  following  are  particulars  of  applications  made  and  certificates 
and  notices  issued  during  the  year: - 

Number  of  Applications  made  by  tenants  for  a 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  „  . .  0.  „„  . ,  6 

Number  of  Notices  sent  by  the  Council  to 

Landlords  of  the  Council’ s  proposal  to  issue 
a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  . *  ..  .  „  ..  3 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  . .  .»  . .  .  „  4 

Number  of  Applications  received  from 
Landlords  for  the  Cancellation  of  the 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  .  ~ 

Number  of  Notices  sent  by  the  Council  to 

tenants  of  their  proposal  to  Cancel 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ..  ..  M  .. 

*  \ 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  cancelled  . .  .  .  . .  - 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  year  a  new  form  of  Improvement  Grant  called  a  Standard 
Grant  was  introduced  the  previous  or  existing  form  of  grant  being  renamed 
a  Discretionary  Grant, 

During  the  year  applications  were  made  for  Discretionary  Grants  in 
respect  of  30  houses,  and  applications  in  respect  of  3  others. had  not  been 
considered  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  of  these  1 6  were  approved  and 
the  amount  of  grants,  promised  was  £2,940.  In  the  case  of  12  houses 
applications  were  refused  and  for  3  others  the  applications  were  withdrawn. 
In  4  other  cases  the  applications  were  waiting  consideration  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Work  at  28  houses  v/as  completed. 

Applications  were  made  for  Standard  Grants  for  33  houses  and  of 
these  19  were  approved,  the  maximum  amount  of  grants  being  £2,445* 
Applications  in  respect  of  2  houses  were  refused  and  1  was  withdrawn  and 
13  were  awaiting  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year.  .Work  at  1  house 
was  completed. 

NEW  HOUSES 

During  the  year  495  houses  including  70  Council  houses  were  completed 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  257  were  in  course  of  erection. 

CARAVAN ' LICENCES 

During  the  year  30  applications  to  station  caravans  were  received 
and  of  these  <20  licences  were  granted  and  10  applications  were  refused. 


29. 


STATUTORY  NOTICES 


It  was  necessary  to  serve  6  Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public 

true  indie-:  tion  of  the  amount  of  work 


Health  nets  b" it  this  i 

carried  out  as  every  endeavour  is  made,  and  in  fact  much  is  done,  to 
remedy  defects  etc*,  by  informal  action. 


•  SCAVENGING- 

House  Refuse  '  " " 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  the  whole  district  with  the  exception 
of  a  number  of  isolated  houses.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  weekly 
collection  from  19  parishes  was  in  operation  and  a  fortnightly  collection 
from  the  remaining  29  parishes.  However,  during  the  year  it  was  decided 
to  extend  the  weekly  collection  to  include-  2  additional  parishes.  There 
is  no  aspect  which  calls  for  special  comment  except  that  year  by  year  the 
number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  district  increases  the  work  of  this 
branch  of  the  service.  The  total  quantity  of  refuse  collected  wan 
approximately  42,990  cubic  yards,  compared  with  38,330  cubic  yards  for  the 
previous  year.  It  is  a  natter  of  interest  that  with  an  estimated 
population  of  43*160  the  amount  of  house  refuse  collected  per. annum  per 
person  is  almost  one  cubic  yard.  A  small  quantity  of  salvage  v/as  sold 
amounting  to  34  tons  13-  cwts.  for  the,  sum  of  £198.  2.  Id. 

Night  Soil  • 

As  with  house  refuse  this  service  covers  the  whole  of  the  district 
where  needed  except  for  a  number  of  isolated  houses.  There  has  been  a 
small  decrease  in  the  demand  resulting  from  the  provision  of  sewers  in 
Aylsham,  Reepham  and.  Sprowston. 

During  the  year  the  quantity  collected  was  approximately  819  thousand 
gallons  compared  with  823  thousand  during  the  previous  year. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  is  provided  at  a  charge  to  the  occupier  of  15/-  for  the 
first  load  of  750  gallons  and  10/-  for  each  additional  load  or  part  of  a 
load.  These  charges  do  not  completely  cover  the  cost  and  the  deficit  of 
about  £1 ,350  is  borne  out  of  the  general  rate. 

Although  sewers  are  provided,  in  nylsham,  Reepham  and  Sprowston' the 
demand  for  this  service  is  steadily  increasing  as  disclosed  by  the 
following  figures  giving  the  number  of  loads  removed  during  recent  years. 

Year  1953  -  7*212  loads  Year  1957  -  9*184  loads 

1954  -  7*767  "  1958  -  9,199  " 

1955  -  8,507  ”  1959  -  9,484  " 

1956  -  8,592  " 

There  are  three  factors  which  account  for  this  increase,  the  first 
certainly  is  the  number  of  new  houses  being  built,  the  second  is  the 
tendency  for  cesspools  to  fill  up  more  quickly  and  thirdly  the  convenience 
of  the  service  compared  with  the  job  of  emptying  the  cesspool  on  to  the 
garden.  It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  completion  and  laying  of  the  sewer 
in  Hellesdon  and  the  proposed  scheme  for  Catton  and  the  remainder  of 
Sprowston  there  will  be  a  decided  reduction  in  the  demand.  At  times  the 
demand  is  in  excess  of  the  immediate  capacity  of  the  service  and  there  is  a 

delay  of  several  days.  It  is  hoped  that  with  a  reduced  demand  it  will  be 
possible  wholly  to  prevent  the  bad  practice  of  emptying  cesspools  on  garden 


SEWERAGE 


There  are  22  sewerage  systems  in  operation  in  the  district.  The 
larger  systems  serve  the  town  of  Aylsham ,  part  of  the  town  of  Reepham  and 
part  of  the  parish  of  Sprowston.  Other  schemes  with  disposal  works  serve 
Council'  Housing  Estates  in  the  parishes  of  Attletridge,  Burgh,  F'pulsham, 
Great  ;7itchinghan,  Guest-wick,  Hainford,  Hellesdon,  Hor stead,  friar sham, 
Rackheath,  Salhouse,  Swannlngton,  Horsham  St*  Faith,  Newton  St.  Faith, 
Weston  Longville,  Wood  Balling,  and  Wroxhan,  and  vary  in  size  from  serving 
8  houses  to  233  houses  respectively.  There  are  23  pumping  installations 
in  connection  with  these  systems* 

At  Sprowston  the  sewerage  is  pumped  through  to  the  adjoining  district 
to  the  Norwich  Sewage  Disposal  Works*  At  Aylsham  and.  Reepham  there  are 
Disposal  Works  and  the  condition  of  the  effluents  is  kept  under  observation. 
Weekly  field  tests  are  taken  and  the  effluent  is  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory.  In  addition  samples  are  from  time  to  tine  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  and  the  following  are. the  reports  for  samples  from  these  two  works 
for  comparison  with  the  standard  for  a  satisfactory  effluent  which  is 
B*0*D*  20  and  Suspended  solids  30  parts  per  million  respectively. 


Samples  from  Aylsham.  No.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


BoOoDo  Suspended  solids 


20 

-  27 

31 

32 

20 

3 

13 

10 

17*6 

12 

11*3 

7 

11 

11 

12 

13 

18 

37 

Samples  from  Reepham*  No.  1 

2 

3 

4 
3 
6 

7 

'  8 


9 

29 

7 

3 

34 

1*4 

1 

7*6 
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At  Reepham  where  the  sewers  were  completed  during  the  previpus  year 
connections  proceeded  slowly  and  39  properties  were  connected  bringing 
the  total  to  168*  During  the  year  the  Council  proviued  a  Public  Convenience 
which  had  been  delayed  until  sewers  were  provided* 

At  Lenwade  (Great  Witchingham)  where  the  sewers  were  completed  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year  40  premises  were  connected* 


Spr 
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’o  connected  Joo 


the 


during:  the 


year  bringing  the  total  to  2,327  and  there  are  only  94  properties  not 
yet  connected-  During  the  year  an  application  was  mp.de  by  a  new  industry 
for  permission  to  discharge  sewage  at  the  rate  of  300  gallons  per  minute 
but  having  regard  to  the  existing  and  potential  commitments  it  was 
decided  it  was  necessary  to  permit  a  discharge  of  not  more  than  100  gallons 
per  minute.  This  restriction  will  be  met  by  storage  and  recirculation  of 
water  constituting  the  trade  effluent.  The  development  in  this  parish 
during  the  last  few  years  has  proceeded  rapidly  an d  the  number  of  houses 
built  has  exceeded  expectations.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep,  careful 
observation  of  the  volume  of  flow  in  comparison  with  the  capacity,  of  the 
pumps,  particularly  on  occasions  of  heavy  storms,  when  unfortunately 
some  surface  water  enters  the  sewers. 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  September  work  commenced 
on  a  £213j000  contract  for  laying  some  18  miles  of  sewers  in  the  parish  of 
Hellesdon.  "When  completed  this  will  provide  main  drainage  for  over  3 ,000 
existing  dwellings  as  well  as  for  some  hundreds  of  new  dwellings  approved 
for  building.  It  is  anticipated  the  work  will  be  completed  in  two  years 
from  the  time  of  commencement  .and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  make  connections  as  the  works  proceed. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  a  scheme  for  sewering  Catton  and  the  remainder 
of  Hellesdon  and  Sprowston,  involving  some  11  miles  of  sewers  and  estimated 

to  cost  £138,000  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local. 

G-overnment  and  was  awaiting  their  approval.  This  scheme  would  provide 
main  drainage  for  some  1  ,600  existing  houses  and  substantial  future 
development,  and  is  the  third  and  final  stage  of  the  sewerage  of  the  parishes 

bordering  on  the  City  of  Norwich,  which  house  nearly  half  the  population  of 

the  District.  It  is  hoped.,  approval  will  be  given  and  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  proceed  without  delay  to  complete  the  sewerage  of  these  parishes 
which  has  been  badly  needed  for  very  many  years  but  subject  to  delays 
through  circumstances  beyond  the  Council’s  control. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Half  of  the  area  of  the  district  is  within  the  Norwich  Corporation  Area 
of  Supply  for  water.  In  the  other  part  of  the  district  the  Council  has  the 
following  13  sources  of  water  supply  together  with  distribution  mains: - 

Salle  boro  -  source  of  supply  for  the  Western  regional  scheme  at 

present  serving  the  parishes  of  Booton,  Cawston,  Reepham 
and  Salle. 

Feuisha®  bores  -  Supplying  the  parishes  of  Foulshan  and  Themelthorpe. 

.  h  -  \  ;  '  • 

Quit on  bore  -  Supplying  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bliekling  andOulton. 

Lenwade  bore  -  Supplying  the  hamlet  of  Lenwade  in  the  parish  of 

Great  Witchingham.  ...  .  ... 

Fulthorpe  bore  -  Supplying  part  of  the  -parish  of  Felthorpe. 

Weston  bore  -  Supplying  part  of  the  parish  of  Weston  Longville. 
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Attlebridge  bore  ) 

Burgh  bore  ) 

G-uestwick  bore  )  These  supply  Council’ s  Housing  Estates 

Honingham  bore  )  and  a  saall  number  of  houses  in  the 

Swannington  bore  )  vicinity. 

Wood  Balling  bore  ) 

Hor stead  Well  -  Serving  Council  houses. 


In  addition  a  bulk  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Norwich  Corporation 
to  supply  part  of  the  parish  of  Haver ingland. 

The  Salle  bore  was  put  into  commission  in  1958  although  the  needed 
iron  removal  plant  had  not  then  been  delivered  for  installation.  Unfortunately 
the  Consulting  Engineers  were  not  able  to  instal  a  suitable  plant  during  the 
year  and  there  were  continued  deposits  of  iron  in  the  water  tower  ana  mains 
with  the  odour  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  some  places  which  gave  rise  to 
complaints  from  consumers  and  necessitated  frequent  flushing  of  the  mains. 

The  quality  of  the  water  in  all  the  systems  is  kept  under  observation 
and  samples  are  taken  frequently  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  the 
results  show  the  waters  to  be  satisfactory  in  this  respect.  Altogether  340 
samples  from  Public  supplies  and  74  from  private  wells  were  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  13  samples  were  submitted  for  Chemical 
analysis. 

In  the  Council*  s  area  of  supply  connections  were  made  during  the  year 
to  supply  103  houses.  This  progress  is  disappointingly  slow  particularly 
in  the  parishes  of  Booton,  Cawston,  Reepham  and  Oulton  where  supplies  were 
made  available  during  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a  prolonged  drought  with  hot  weather  throughout  the  summer 
months  which  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  consumption  where  there  are 
piped  supplies.  It  was  rather  surprising  that  where  there  is  no  mains 
supply  there  was  with  one  exception  no  shortage  of  water  from  wells,  most 
of  which  are  shallow.  The  exception  was  at  a  group  of  houses  served  by  a 
number  of  very  shallow  and  poorly  constructed  dug  and  tube  wells  but  even 
in  this  group  the  deeper  wells  continued  to  provide  an  adequate  supply.  To 
relieve  this  shortage  the  Council  provided  a  stand  pipe  supply  from  mains, 
but  which  unfortunately  was  some  distance  away. 

Building  Byelaw  .and  Town  Planning  Approvals 

During  the  year  1,344  plans  of  proposed  buildings  were  submitted. 
These  varied  between  small  private  garages  to  layouts  of  Building  Estates. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  buildings  under  the  Building  Byelaws  was 
4,980.  Mention  has  already  been  made  that  425  private  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year. 
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PETROL,  ETC  „  STORAGE 

During;  the  year  licences  were  issued  as  follows:- 
Petrol  Stores  156 

Carbide  Stores  4 

Cellulose  Stores'  6 

1 66 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1 949 

During  the  year  the  Rat-catcher  visited  4*213  premises  and  treated 
911  premises  where  rats  and  mice  were  found.  The  number  of  complaints 
received  of  infestation  was  233 •  There  was  no  need  to  take  action  under 
Statutory  powers. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  medical  Officer  of  Health  for  their  support  and 
sympathetic  consideration  extended  throughout  the  year,  and  also  to  expres 
my  appreciation  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  conscientious 
assistance, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Signed)  He S c  HAWKINS 


